
WELCOME...Hello, Los Alamos Community! I’m 
Dan Ungerleider, Economic Development Administrator with Los Alamos County. 
My wife and I arrived in Los Alamos in mid-July 2021 from the Chicago area, 
where we grew up, met, married, and raised two incredible children. With both 
kids on the verge of graduating from college, we searched for a new place 
to make our home, explore, and potentially retire. Our new home had to be a 
place we loved—a town with fantastic weather, outdoor recreation, a dynamic 
community with room to grow, and a challenging job that allowed me to make a 
positive change. At the end of that first visit, we walked out onto Central Avenue, 
looked at the surrounding mountains and mesas, and immediately knew this would  
become our home.

Since I arrived, I’ve been hiking our more than 200-miles of trails, dining at our 
local restaurants, food trucks, and breweries, shopping at our local stores, visiting 
our science, history, and nature museums, and attending community events, both 
in-person and remotely. I’ve already met people from all over the world who 
have come to work at our National Lab, as well as generations of New Mexicans 
who honor and share New Mexico’s rich history and culture. At the County, I’m  
fortunate to be working and collaborating with a team of experts committed to 
making Los Alamos an exceptional place to be.

This brochure is a quality-of-life check-in. A first step in what I hope will start an 
ongoing conversation moving forward as we build and improve our community 
together. Inside this document, you will find a progress report on community goals 
and projects according to strategic plans developed by community volunteers, 
staff and experts, and designed to improve the quality of life for residents,  
businesses, and visitors alike.

I am looking forward to sharing and growing with this wonderful community.

Dan Ungerleider
Economic Development Administrator
economicdevelopment@lacnm.us

EXPLORE YOUR OWN BACKYARD
Los Alamos County is more than a place to live. It is a place to experience. With over 1.25 million 
years of history to explore, visitors come here to learn about the people and stories that came  
before them and are inspired to walk in the footsteps of giants, create new stories, and make  
history of their own.

In Los Alamos, we want everyone to feel like a local. We want to share the places and experi-
ences that make this place so special…the places we take our visiting friends and family. Like hiking 
up to the Blue Bench on Pajarito Mountain or hearing the “Voices of the Manhattan Project” at the 
Bradbury…seeing the Nobel Prize exhibit at the Hans Bethe House or watching wildlife through 
the observation window at the Nature Center. Or simply enjoying the clean air, New Mexico skies 
and jaw-dropping, 360-degree views of canyons, mesas and mountains outside your back door. 

Check out 100 more must-see and -do experiences on the bucket list insert with this brochure! Use 
this QR code to find and share the bucket list online.

Go to VISITLOSALAMOS.ORG for information on all attractions, itineraries, and experiences.
Go to DISCOVERLOSALAMOS.COM for the 4-1-1 on businesses, residences, and services.
Go to LOSALAMOSNM.US for County programs, projects, and services.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Los Alamos County is featured in numerous films and TV series, often doubling for Wyoming, 
California, and even New York. TV & film productions alike find Los Alamos an adaptable and 
film-friendly environment. See Los Alamos in productions such as Only the Brave, Longmire, 
Let Me In, Haywire, Brothers, and the upcoming Oppenheimer film. The Los Alamos Film Office is 
staffed by the Los Alamos County Film Liaison, part of the New Mexico Film Office Network.

Photos courtesy of “Brothers” (2009), “Longmire” (2012-2017) and “Only the Brave” (2017)
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#1Los Alamos by the Numbers

Daytime Population: 25,000+ 
Resident population: 19,419 
Median Age: 42.3 years old 
Average household income: $121,324* 
Unemployment rate 2021: 3.5% 
Business Licenses issued 2021: 947
Population broken down by education: 
• 11% High school or less 
• 24% Some College/Associates Degree 
• 27% Bachelor’s Degree 
• 38% Master’s Degree or PhD

*U.S. Census Bureau Estimated Projections in 2020 dollars

Major Employers (budget • # of employees)
Los Alamos National Laboratory: 
$4 billion • 12,919 Employees

N3B Environmental Management: 
$1.4 billion • 647 Employees

Los Alamos County: 
$245 million • 702 Employees

Los Alamos Public Schools: 
$43 million • 707 Employees

Los Alamos Medical Center: 
N/A • 252 Employees

Local Attractions

GATEWAY TO THREE NATIONAL PARKS
Bandelier National Monument
Manhattan Project National Historical Park
Valles Caldera National Preserve

Anderson Overlook
Bradbury Science Museum
Historic Fuller Lodge
Larry R. Walkup Aquatic Center
Los Alamos County Ice Rink
Los Alamos County Trail Network
Los Alamos County Golf Course
Los Alamos History Museum Campus
Los Alamos Nature Center
Los Alamos Parks & Open Space
Pajarito Mountain Ski Area
White Rock Overlook Point

Cover Photos:
Top: Pajarito Mountain;  
Bottom left: Farmers Market; 
Middle: Summer Concert Series;  
Right: Bathtub Row Brewing Co-op

QUALITY OF LIFE...What constitutes a good quality of life 
is different for each individual. For Los Alamos and White Rock residents, the County seeks to 
meet basic needs—health, safety, shelter—first, followed by amenities to enrich everyday life, 
attract visitors, and recruit and retain new employees and their families.

COMMUNITY HEALTH & SAFETY
On March 15, 2020, COVID-19 appeared on the scene and the “norm” of how we do  
business, interact with others, and manage our days was dramatically altered. Now, two  
years later, we live in a world full of new innovations, fresh approaches to challenges, and 
a collective determination to push forward and make our world a better, safer place. In Los 
Alamos County, this is evident in every facet of life. This community is no stranger to resilience. 
Local businesses, schools and even our largest employers implemented a variety of methods 
of operation to keep the community strong: teleworking, telehealth, phasing essential work 
crews, take-out and delivery services, online services, virtual programming, online education, 
and collaborative communications, to name a few. As the County moves from responding to a 
crisis to managing the health and safety of the community, we continue to utilize local partner-
ships and assets to take on the continued challenges of COVID-19, while meeting the needs of  
residents, commuters, visitors, and businesses.

STRENGTH IN PARTNERSHIPS
From the moment COVID-19 was identified as a public threat, Los Alamos National Laboratory 
(LANL) focused its world-changing science research and expert analysis to defining the 
coronavirus and its impacts. Throughout the pandemic, LANL has continued to hire thousands 
of new employees and strengthened efforts to provide scientific and technical resources for 
the New Mexico business community. Currently, LANL is partnering with the North Central  
Regional Transit District and the County to study public transportation solutions to the influx of 
new residents and commuters to the Lab. County officials meet frequently with counterparts at 
LANL to keep the lines of communication open regarding challenges and opportunities where 
the County can assist.

Los Alamos Public Schools (LAPS) continue to rank at the top in the nation. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, LAPS took exceptional measures to provide a safe, high-performance learning  
environment. Partnering with the County, each school was able to add shaded outdoor spaces 
to facilitate outdoor learning, install air purifiers for the classrooms that did not have adequate 
ventilation, provide thermometers and masks, and train school nurses to give COVID-19 tests. 
Ensuring strong and healthy schools strengthens the community as a whole and supports all local 
businesses and employers.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
Los Alamos County Council continues to prioritize supporting local business through a variety 
of initiatives, funding opportunities and projects. The diversity of circumstances make it essential 
to collaborate with businesses on an individual basis to strengthen foundations and support 
growth, while also meeting the overall needs of the County’s economic base. The following  
projects are priority focuses for 2022:

• American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
• Local Economic Development Act (LEDA)
• Downtown Master Plans and White Rock Metropolitan Redevelopment Area
• County Code - Chapter 16 and 18 Updates
• Mobile Vending Study & Ordinance 
• Short-Term Rental Study

INVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE
Often, it’s the everyday services and facilities we take for granted that become key 
quality-of-life indicators – our access to power, hot water, reliable internet service, cellular 
access, well-maintained trails. In 2021, the County saw the completion of the NM502 roundabout, 
the installation of Advance Metering Infrastructure (AMI), the grand opening of the new Social  
Services office, and the completion of several neighborhood roadway upgrades.

The County has identified and budgeted for key projects to improve and maintain the County’s  
utilities, roads, trails, transit, facilities, and amenities beginning in 2022, including:

• High-Speed Broadband Internet Service 
• White Rock Wastewater Treatment Facility Replacement
• DP Road Phase II Commercial & Residential Utilities Infrastructure
• Roadway Improvements (county wide)
• Comprehensive Health Plan
• Camp May/Ski Hill Water Line Installation
• Electric Service Upgrades (county wide)
• New Electrical Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations
• Carbon Free Power Project
• State Road 4/Truck Route Intersection Reconstruction 

NEW HOUSING OPTIONS
The flip-side of being an idyllic mountain town developed along mesa edges with 360-degree 
scenic views and access to trails and canyons, is there is limited developable land to accommo-
date growth. The need for housing has been forecasted since Los Alamos was incorporated as a 
combined city and county in 1969. The County Council goal to “increase the variety of housing 
options for all segments of the community, both affordable and market rate” is one of the economic  
priorities for attracting new businesses and recruiting and retaining new Lab hires. 

The County is pursuing all options, including the conveyance of Department of Energy-owned 
parcels no longer being used by the Lab. In fact, four of the new housing projects listed below 
are located on transfer lands and all offer a variety of configurations—single-family, multi-family, 
mixed-use, workforce—to meet the needs of residents:

• The Bluffs on DP Road in Los Alamos (64 multi-family units for seniors)

• Canyon Walk Apartments on DP Road in Los Alamos (70 units)

• The Hill Apartments on 36th Street in Los Alamos (144 multi-family units)

• Arkansas Place on Arkansas Avenue in Los Alamos (44 single-family units)

• Mirador on Confianza in White Rock (161 single-family units, 57 multi-family rental units)

• Canyon Road Development on Canyon Road in Los Alamos (100 multi-family units)

• North Mesa Housing Project on San Ildefonso Road in Los Alamos (coming in 2023)

Housing Assistance programs available through the Los Alamos Housing Partnership include the 
Home Renewal Program (HRP), which allows income-qualified homeowners within the County to 
make needed repairs or improvements to their homes for increased efficiency, safety, and livability, 
without adding monthly expenses; and the Homebuyer Assistance Program (HAP), which assists 
income-qualifying households with a non-amortizing down payment deferred loan with County 
funding for home buyers within the County.

2022 Best Places to Live
in New Mexico: #1 Los Alamos
Niche.com

2021 America’s Healthiest 
Communities: #1 Los Alamos
US News & World Report

2021 Top 10 Affordable Small 
Towns Where You’d Actually 
Want to Live
Realtor.com

2022 Best School District
in New Mexico: #1 Los Alamos
Niche.com

2022 Best Suburbs for Young 
Professionals in New Mexico: 
#1 Los Alamos
Niche.com

Canyon Walk Apartments on DP Road in Los Alamos

Los Alamos County Summer Concert Series at Ashley Pond Park


